
Be a Vaccine Champion
& follow Niupela Pasin
Help stop COVID-19 in Papua New Guinea

The vaccine is saving lives
More than 2.7 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines have been 
given to people around the world. 

Approved COVID-19 vaccines, together with our Niupela 
Pasin protective measures, are saving lives and reducing 
the spread of COVID-19 in our communities.

We must all keep doing our part by taking the vaccine 
and by wearing face masks, washing our hands, physical 
distancing and avoiding crowds, so we can all stay safe.

You can also visit
www.health.gov.pg
www.who.int
www.unicef.org
@PNGNDOH on Facebook

For further information, call the 
COVID-19 Hotline on Tollfree Ph:

1-800-200
or visit your nearby health facility for 
information on where you can get vaccinated.

Priority groups for the COVID-19 
vaccine in PNG

• Essential front line workers (such 
as healthcare workers, police and 
defense personnel, teachers, etc.)

• Everyone 45 years and older

• All adults with a chronic health 
condition (such as high blood 
pressure or diabetes, etc.)

However, the COVID-19 vaccine is now available to 
everyone 18 years old and above.
Ask your local health authority where to go to be vaccinated.

People at higher risk of severe illness 
or death from COVID-19
Older people and individuals with underlying medical condi-
tions such as asthma, high-blood pressure, heart diseases, 
tuberculosis and diabetes, are at higher risk of developing 
severe illness and even death if they become infected with 
COVID-19.

Receiving the COVID-19 vaccine
The COVID-19 vaccine you are receiving has been approved 
for use in PNG because it is safe and effective.

It has been approved for emergency use by World Health 
Organization, and regulatory bodies in countries such as 
Australia and the United Kingdom, and the European Union.
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The COVID-19 vaccine is now available 
to everyone 18 years old and above.
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COVID-19 vaccines are safe
Approved COVID-19 vaccines have gone through 
rigorous testing in clinical trials to prove that they 
meet international standards for safety, quality and 
effectiveness.

COVID-19 vaccines are effective
COVID-19 vaccines have been shown to be highly 
effective in preventing severe illness and death caused by 
COVID-19, especially among vulnerable groups like older 
people and those with underlying medical conditions such 
as high-blood pressure, heart diseases, tuberculosis and 
diabetes.

How the vaccine works
This vaccine delivers instructions to our immune system 
to produce antibodies to fight off a potential COVID-19 
infection naturally.

Vaccination offers protection against serious illness and 
death from COVID-19. 

Two doses are needed
Most vaccines require two doses to be fully effective.

Keep practicing Niupela Pasin 
measures after getting vaccinated
Vaccination protects you against serious illness and 
death from COVID-19, but vaccinated people may still be 
able to carry the virus and pass it on to others. So until 
the majority of people are vaccinated, we must protect 
others by following Niupela Pasin.

Wear a mask, stay at least 1.5m apart from others, avoid 
crowds and wash your hands regularly with soap and 
water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer.Sir John Cardinal Ribat

Cardinal of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands
Vaccine Champion

Possible side effects of vaccination
As with other vaccines, some people may experience mild 
side effects that last 1-2 days, such as:

• Fever
• A sore arm 
• Fatigue
• Headache or body aches
• Loss of appetite

This is a natural sign that your body is building immunity to 
protect you against COVID-19. 

In the very rare case of an allergic reaction, it is most likely 
to happen very soon after vaccination. 

To be sure, this is why you will be asked to stay for 15 
minutes after receiving the vaccine just to make sure there 
is no discomfort.

If you feel very un-well at home after vaccination, you 
should seek medical care.

The vaccine is safe for pregnant women
Pregnant women at higher risk of exposure to COVID-19 or 
who have comorbidities may be vaccinated in consultation 
with their health care provider.

You do not pay for the vaccine
All COVID-19 vaccines will be given free of charge.

You cannot catch COVID-19 from 
the vaccine
There is no way that anyone can catch COVID-19 
from the vaccine. The vaccine will start to protect 
against severe COVID-19 disease 2 weeks after 
vaccination but for best protection you must take 
both doses of the vaccine.
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Prime Minister
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